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rain county were Mathew Walton and
G. W. Penny. When the county seat
wm located, they were at r near
.Mexico. Soon after Mexico was laid
off, Dr. Edward Ratliff, a native of

road now forms part of the CMjH
& Alton RaRilroad. That hHHH
extended from Mexico to Kansas
City in 1878. The Burlington System
entered in the county in 1906.

county was, 1,049. This growth chef-l-y

took place after the organization
of the county in, February, 1837.

The county court of Audrain county
was authorized by the legislature by
an act approved January 25, 1837,
with the counties of Pike, Ralls, Mon-
roe, and Shelby, "to subscribe and take
so much stock in The Salt River

1872. The county had issued bonds to
the amount of $300,000 to aid the con-

struction of this road. That bond is-

sue was made by the court elected in
1866, composed of Increase Adams,
John B. Morris, and B. H. Wilder.
There was never any serious question
of the legality of the subscription.
The last bond was paid in 1881. This
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called, of 1854, they had not the
money to enter land from the
erntment at $1-2- 6 per acre, sad it waa
not unti that Act reduced the price to
'12 cents an acre that prairie lands
began to be taken up. By 1850 the

. rjyr ' MMMll
population had increased to 3,506
over 400 of whom wer slaves.

Teaming in the late '40s and thru
the '60s, until the North Missouri
Railroad reached Mexico in 1858, was
a very nourishing business. All sup--I
plies coming into the county until
that tune came over the prairies in

Alexander h.-- h rjoid Coffin.

Alexander rhc (iivni i Maid to have
been nurt"') in

that time were SJtA and Samuel
Ding'e.

The North Missouri Railroad was
completed to Mexico in 1868 and ex-

tended northward to Hudson City,
now Macon, by 1860. The county
court in 1863 subscribed $50,000 to
the capital stock of that railroad on

condition that it would be located on
what was called "The Ridge Route,"
and thus touch Mexico, the county
seat. At the time this subscription
was made people thought this to be

'an enormous indebtedness, but by the
time the road was completed to Mex-

ico in June, 1858, the entire amount
had been paid without oppresison or
even inconvenience.

The Louisiana & Missouri River
Railroad was completed to Mexico in

Maine, and a graduate of Bowdoin
'

College of that state, located on a
farm three or four miles northeast of
Mexico and engaged in practice. He
afterwards removed to Mexico and
from there to Santa ifa, Missouri,
wher he continued to practice for
many years. About the same time

(came Dr. W. H. Lee, afterward county
judge.

In 1854, Dr. R. W. Bourn came to
Mexico from Kentucky and at that

Navigation Company,' as they may
think proper for the use and benefit
of the county."

The Salt River Navigation Com-- I
pany was one of the projects of John
M. Clemens of Florida. Monroe coun- -

The first term of the circuit court
began March 13, 1837, and for the
sake of the reguarity of the record,
to have it comply with the act of 1836,
that record shows the opening of the

ty, the father of Samuel L. Clemens wagons from Louisiana and Hannibal
to Mexico. When the Mississippi was
frozen over so boats could not get to
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these towns, goods were hauled' from
St. Louis. Two noted teamsters of

time found Drs. Lazarus N. Hunter,
Nathanie Allison and W. H. Lee. ed

there.
The first deed placed of record was

dated February, 1837, wherein Wil-

liam Wood conveyed to John B. Mor-

ris, the northeast quarter of the
southwest quarto.-- of section 36, town-sh- ip

61, range 9, of Audrain county.
However this was not the first con-

veyance made in the county, for prior
to that time deeds were sent to V
roe and some other counties for ret-
ard ti the county was organized.

According to the United States
census for 1840, the popuation of the

(Mark Twain.) By this act Clemens
and his associates were given author-
ity to open and deepen the bed of
Salt river from the junction of the
Three Forks of Salt river near Flor-
ida, to its mouth on the Mi"issippi
river, to erect dams, - 'verts,
bridges, etc., so the
stream nav-- -

, steamboats and
other -

.exit elk killed in the county
as in 1837. The deer .however, re-

mained in abundance until late in the
'60s and the last wild turkey killed in
the county was about 1875.

Again until the Graduation Act, so

usiness
Service and Satis-

faction for All For many years the Hardware store of
G- - W. Robertson served the people of Mexico

and Audrain county to their satisfaction in

both price and values.

i
We recently purchased this business and

aro continuing the splendid business policy

which made the store a success through its
many years of service.

We suggest you let us care for your

hardware needs we can please you in price,

value and courtesy.

One of the things which assured the success

of this store since it has been under the present
management has been the splendid service it has
given its many patrons another point is that we

consider no deal closed until the customer is

satisfied.

Carrying only the finest groceries and the
best of fresh vegetables you are always assured
of finding them satisfactorially priced here. We

invite your patronage.

court "at the house of Edward Jen-
nings, in the town of New Mexico."
But tihe fact is, the court was held at
the same place as the county court, in
the house of James E. Fenton, located
on one of the lots of the town of
Mexico.

The first murder case in the county
was that of State of Missouri against
Milroy Powell, for killing George Eu
banks with a hoe. The altercation in
which Eubanks was killed took place
on the first day of July, 1840, on a
farm just north of Mexico. Eubanks
died on the sixth day of July, there,
after. Powell was indicted for mur.
der in the first degree and was tried
by the following jury William M.

Jones1, John W. Truett, Joseph Smith,
Thomas Larkini, William Hayse,
James McCormack, Joseph Surber,
Robert Todd, Thomas R. Musick, Wil-

liam Sox, Parish Garner and William
Doolin. The court gave instructions
foT murder in both the first and sec-

ond degres and for manslaughter in
the third and fourth degrees. The
defense was self-defen- ce and that
Eubanks died as the result of the mis-

management of his physicians and
nurses. The jury returned a verdict
of manslaughter in the fourth degree
and fined him the sum of $325. He
was sent to Monroe county for im-

prisonment but was released before
the expiration of his sentence.

The only legal execution ever tak-

ing place in the county are those
above referred' to. There never was a
lynching within the county and the
foregoing murder cases are not all,
but are the notab'e ones within the
county. Taking the county as a whole,
Tfrom its early history down to the
presntf time, it may be said to be of
more than above the average as to
the law abiding character of its in-

habitants.
THE BAR

The business of the courts was
carried on by the non-resid- attor-
neys, following the circuit, as was the
fashion then until 1851, when Samuel
A. Cr&ddock from Kentucky, estab-
lished an office in Mexico. He was
followed by Samuel M. Edwards from
(Virginia, M. Y. Duncan, formerly
from Callaway county and Charles C.

Ricketts from Virginia.
The first doctors practicing in Aud
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North Side Square

Gooch Hardware Co.
East Side Square

Workmanship that is art characterizes
the wonderful stones and monuments we
have ready for your inspection.

. The distinct dignity with which our
'monuments stand out in contrast with
others is easily proved by a visit to the local
cemetery.

Legibility of the epitaphs after years of
outdoor exposure is proof of the quality of
stone we use- -

Buy Direct No Agents

J. W. Gallaher & , J. E
Strief

Hoop Skirts Were "the Thing"
When This Store Began

Business
Ye Olde Merchant

We are continuing the splendid 'business

ideals of yesterday, which have proven the sound

basis for business service but giving theme a
modern setting which makes them more attrac-

tive kv ie present day particular woman shopper.

We have the latest effects in ladies' ready-to-wea- r.

These include a variety of styles, color-

ings, materials and sizes.

Just as the damsels of yesterday came to us

for the latest thing in Hoops, the fashionable

maids of today watch our windows and ads for
Dame Fashion's latest decree.

When Joe D. Morris, that splendid Audrain

pioneer and capable merchant began business in

this location years ago his store was the center of

ommunity shopping for the women just as it is

today, after over a half a century.

He was a shrewd buyer, but he did not have the market from which
to select his goods thrit we have today.

American Lady and Pilot Brand
The modern grocery mercnant of Mexico and Audrain county offer you

Canned goods, which are the supreme achievement of pioneers in the can-
ning of delicious foods.

When you find these goods on a merchant's shelves you know that he
is making it possible to secure thebest obtainable in other words he is
assuring you of service end satisfactin.

American Lady Coffee
"PUTS THE SMILE IN GOOD MORNING"

i mmmmwHaas-Lieb- er Gro. Go.
Distributors

I


